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;ahn Viilibourn & Co 63 BRIDGE STREET
J. E. MILLBOURN, F.R.I.C.8. H’GH WYCDMBE

CHARTERED SURVEYORS BUCKINGHANMSHIRE
TEL. HIGH WYCOMBE 20053 HP11 2EL

Your ref: LRW/2AL/30171 28th Ferruary 1983

L. R. Vlilson, Xsg.,
Messrs. Suniners & Co.,
7214 eEpn Sl TEhel
BEACCKNS FILy,

Bucks. P9 2HN,

Dear Sir,

re: 14, Zowien La

il v eomhe .,

Thank ycu for veur lettvr ck e 1. accoerdance
with vour instructions we have inspected the zcove|rjoperty zné beg
to report as fOilONB:—

We have exawined the ores of defeo r ctorey
intern=21 partition 'ralls. rriec by the
bedroca floors and as the rertit : 1) Tiock they
are relatively heavy, but T N avitaMe Jolst
shrinlage, combianced with f Jdeflocticn, hcz allcwed
the nartition walls to sul 1t thet gapz of ap to
about half-an-inch in wid N = vecn the tops of the 7ells
and the bedrcom ceilirng e os&ciated cracking and Zistcert-
ion round the bhelroom ﬂ : t the docors will not now
close. Also on the L Nticeably ocut of iloval,
The: cendition has proleply been mads lwors=s by the faci that thers are
no ground floor intergal walls whi are oven remctaly rear the
positions of the hedr partition; o us to offer scme suppert and
stiffening : znd tAr /partitions stand near to wid--span,
which is, £, th rt of the joist. Furti:er, thc
*jeists thfngl ] ur: dcrss {veing adequate for z 14Zt span but
not 15ft})/, -t gt increzase the joist Cepth by one iach woulld act
have pre > & 2 ts occurring.

Now thiat\a) kage has been zccomnlished there culd ¢ no
further =\ fther novemsnt in the vavtitions. Zltuiocuyl the
actual stragetT 4 floonrs is not in doulbt as regards phyvsicsl
breakinc y01nm, ~rTe mey he further gradfusl weskening with age, and
we would not llke to proﬂlct the condition in ten years tine.

Two remedial methods are therefore evailable :-

(i) Fill the cracks with Polyfilla, re-fit the door liznirgs o rastore
a square condition, and re--decorate. This is & reasoncble course and
would he inexpensive, but there is a risk that cracxs wouald re-open
"because walking on the bedroom floors creates vibration. With this

method the long term condition may be opern to some doubt.
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L. 2. wilson, EST.. 2.

(1i) Insert steel joists at ground floor ceiling levsl “eneath the
two main bedroom partitions and encase the joists in plasterboard.
Carry out crack filling and squaring of bedroom door oreninqgs as
before, and re-decorate. This method would be pernenent, hut may
cost of the order of £1,500, subject to obtaining an exact quotation.

Perhaps you would let us know in due course how vou wonld like to
procaed., we should point out that in any reference of the matter to
the ¥N.H.A.C. under the quarantee scheme, the cors equences of tlmber
shrinkage are cxcluded. We think that a claim could be versusd,
however, on the basis of the undersized joists, although this can bhe
a protracted course.

Yours Taoithiully,

Johin “illbouri: & Co.



